
Fort Defiance Stomps Liberty Christian Academy in 
Regional First Round, 66 - 49 
 
The Fort Defiance Indians saved their best for the last game of the season played in the Don 
Landes gym, outplaying a much taller and older team from Liberty Christian Academy in the 
first round of Region 3C play on February 17.  It was the first win for FDHS in post-season play 
in many years. 
 
Liberty Christian, out of Lynchburg, had eleven seniors on their team.  They were an 
exceptionally big team with heights of 6’ 8”, two at 6’ 3”, seven players at 6’2”, and two at 6’ 0”.   
Fort wasn’t intimidated, however, and shot and rebounded their best of the season in running 
their overall record to 14 - 9.   
 
Before the game, it was announced that Tyreek Veney had been selected on the All-Shenandoah 
District first team and Henry Gutshall and Sam Garber were picked for the All-Shenandoah 
District second team.  As they have done all season, these three led the charge for the Indians:  
Tyreek scorched the nets for 33 points, Sam pitched in 16 and Henry added 11.   Tyreek started 
slow with only two points in the first quarter but he followed that with 11 in the second quarter, 7 
in the third, and 13 in the fourth. 
 
Fort started the game ice cold.  The Bulldogs hit two three pointers in the first four minutes while 
the Indians were missing their first six shots of the game.  Facing the 6 - 0 deficit, Henry snared 
an offensive rebound and scored first for the home team.  After a Fort turnover, LCA scored 
again making it 8 - 2.  Henry then banged in a three pointer from the top of the key to get the 
Indians within three at 8 - 5 with 2:28 to go in the quarter.  Liberty Christian answered with a 
three of their own to go up 11 - 5.  Tyreek got his only bucket of the quarter off an offensive 
rebound with 1:35 to go then Gio Armendariz Cruz got his shot to drop on a drive reducing the 
lead to 11 - 9.  LCA scored to go up four then Sam got fouled after grabbing an offensive 
rebound and hit both free throws to make it 13 - 11 in favor of the visitors.  Things weren’t 
looking so good for the Indians when LCA hit all three free throws when Henry fouled a three 
point shooter but Sam got Fort back in contention with a three at the buzzer to leave the score at 
16 - 14, Liberty Christian, at the end of the first quarter. 
 
The second quarter was magnificent for Fort, especially Tyreek.  Carter Fink scored after 
grabbing an offensive rebound to knot the score at 16’s.  Tyreek drove for two, then stole the ball 
and went coast-to-coast to give Fort a 20 - 16 advantage with 5:18 to go.  Liberty Christian 
closed to 20 - 18 before Sam scored in close with 4:09 left.  A three from LCA got them within 
one at 22 - 21 but Sam responded with a deep corner three with 3:09 to go.  On Liberty’s next 
possession, as he has done in nearly every game for the past two years, Henry’s defense was 
superb as he drew a charging foul.  On Fort’s possession, Tyreek got off a shot in a crowd but it 
dropped to give FD a 27 - 21 lead.  Sam nailed another three pointer, making it 30 - 21.  A LCA 
foul shot made the score 30 - 22 but Tyreek swished a three from the top of the key with under a 
minute to go in the half.  Not done, he then stole the ball and drove the length of the court for 
another two giving Fort a 35 - 22 lead at the half. 
 



The third quarter opened with Tyreek ripping a three pointer to give Fort a sixteen point lead but 
Liberty Christian wasn’t ready to fold yet.  They made a three pointer to get Fort’s lead back to 
13.  After Henry hit two of two from the free throw line, again LCA got a three to drop.  Gio was 
fouled on a drive and he made one of two free throws to make the score 41 - 28.  LCA scored 
then Henry took a pass down low and spun to his left for a deuce, lifting Fort’s lead to 43 - 30.  
Tyreek got two in the paint but LCA followed with a three.  Tyreek again scored on a drive 
giving FDHS a 47 - 33 lead but Liberty Christian scored the last five points of the quarter to 
close to 47 - 38. 
 
Sam killed any thoughts the LCA fans may have had about a comeback as he bombed in a three 
pointer to open the fourth quarter.  Liberty closed to 50 - 40 but Henry was left wide open under 
the basket for an easy two with 6:45 to go.  Liberty and Tyreek then traded three point shots, 
making the score 55 - 43.  Once again, Henry’s defensive footwork came through as he drew 
another charging foul with 5:30 to go.  It remained 55 - 43 for over two minutes as Fort started 
holding the ball.  Kaden was fouled with 2:52 to go and he made the first shot of his one-and-
one.  Liberty Christian was forced to foul and Tyreek then single handedly took control of the 
game, hitting six of seven free throws and two layups in the final two minutes.  LCA managed to 
get two three pointers to drop but it was too little, too late.  The final score was Fort Defiance 66, 
Liberty Christian 49. 
 
For Liberty Christian Academy, Lane Duff scored 13, Carson Hartless had 11, and Hanson 
Harris scored 10.  Their season ended with an 11 - 10 record. 
 
Fort’s next game will be against the top seeded team in Region 3C, Spotswood, on Tuesday night 
in the SHS gym.  It will be a tall task for the Indians but if they play as they did most of the game 
against Liberty Christian they have a chance for the upset. 
 
 
Fort’s Box Score: 
 
Name 2 Pt Goals 3 Pt Goals Free Throws Total 
Gio Armendariz Cruz 1 0 1-2 3 
Kaden Johnson 0 0 1-2 1 
Bradley Hebb 0 0 0-0 0 
Conner Patterson 0 0 0-0 0 
Sam Garber 1 4 2-2 16 
Tyreek Veney 9 3 6-7 33 
Jack Liskey 0 0 0-0 0 
Del Ray Jones 0 0 0-0 0 
Jalen Alexander 0 0 0-0 0 
Henry Gutshall 3 1 2-3 11 
Alphonso Bruce 0 0 0-0 0 
Austin Metz 0 0 0-0 0 
Carter Fink 1 0 0-0 2 
 
TOTAL 15 8 12 - 16 66 



Liberty Christian Academy’s Box Score: 
 
Name 2 Pt Goals 3 Pt Goals Free Throws Total 
Lane Duff 2 3 0-0 13 
Cole Chapman 0 0 0-0 0 
Landon Etzel 1 0 4-4 6 
Asher Hildebrand 0 0 0-0 0 
Matthew Durst 0 0 0-0 0 
Parker Damon  1 2 0-0 8 
Landon Wood 0 0 0-0 0 
Carson Hartless 1 3 0-0 11 
Austin Jenkins 0 0 1-2 1 
Riley Staples 0 0 0-0 0 
Hanson Harris 2 2 0-0 10 
Noah Stephens 0 0 0-0 0 
Cade Elder 0 0 0-0 0 
Jaden Skates 0 0 0-0 0 
 
TOTAL 7 10 5-6 49 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following article was in the Waynesboro News Virginian: 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 



 

  



This article is from the Harrisonburg Daily News Record: 

 
  



 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 



 
  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


